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June 1, 2007

ROHWEDDER GROUP EXPANDS BY ACQUIRING ELEKTROBIT’S PRODUCTION SOLUTIONS BUSINESS OPERATIONS

Rohwedder AG has acquired Elektrobit Production Solutions business operations with an agreement signed today. Rohwedder’s Electronics Production Solutions Business (EPS) will become one of the largest electronics industry automation solutions providers and clearly the largest solutions provider within electronics industry’s back-end automation. The new, expanded Rohwedder AG has over 1000 factory automation professionals in 14 countries. 
The acquisition will, in a short term, not have any impact upon the projects or operations of the former Elektrobit Production Solutions business. In the long run the capabilities of EPS will significantly improve.   

EPS’s combination of competences will be unique in the market. The global service presence of EPS will cover all major manufacturing areas. EPS will have excellent capabilities to serve customers locally in all global market areas. EPS will have manufacturing on three continents - Europe, Asia, and Americas. R&D capabilities will increase both in the areas competencies and amount of resource.   
EPS will focus on production solutions business.  The head office will be located in Finland and EPS will employ approximately 500 people. JOT Automation brand will remain in use after the merger and will form a part of the EPS companies’ name. Machines and equipment manufactured by EPS will be sold under JOT Automation brand.
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Rohwedder Group - with approximately 600 employees before the acquisition - operates in three growth markets - Europe, North America and Asia. The Rohwedder Group is one of the leading producers of systems solutions for automation technology.
Elektrobit Production Solutions designs and manufactures JOT Automation branded production equipment specifically for the electronics industry. The JOT Automation brand incorporates assembly, material processing, material handling and manufacturing test equipment.
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